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A SERMON. 
(Continued from page 275.) 


We have no system of religious doctrine or 
yorship, established by law, and its professors 
paid by the state for teaching it. The notions 
of Europe pay yearly many millions to main- 
tain such establishgeents, and it is contended 
that the money is ‘well spent ; without it, it is 
said that irreligion and immorality wouldde- 
luge the nations. Now it is a remarkable fact, 
thatin England, where,the greatest existigg 
degree Of toleration is maintained and contem- 
poranedusly with the most expensive religious 
establishment in the world, the majority of her 
religious inhabitants refuse to commune with 
the established’ church, and although obliged 
fo bear their share of the expense of the nation- 
al priesthood, prefer to assume an additional 
burden of supporting a religion of their own 
choice, and better adapted (as they suppose) 
to the purposes of that divine institution, On 
the European continent, where the Catholic 
establishments prevail, there being less tolera- 
tion and less of impartial inguiry, the religion 
of the stateshas the scarcely disguised contempt 
of the enlightend part of the community, and 
its ministers and services are a butt for thé sar- 
castic ridiculeof the profane. Wherefore then 
serve religious establishments ? They are said 
to strengthen and give stability to the thrones 
of monarchs ; and they provide means of sup+ 
port for the weaker branches of an indigent 
aristocracy. Thanks be to heaven, that we 
have here neither a throne to support, nor an 
aristocracy to provide for, The only purpos- 
es required of religion in this free couniry, are 
to make her citizens wiser and better, for their 
own present good, and future imprevement.— 
Mas the absolute refusal of our legislators to 
. interfere with matters of religion been attended 
with these demoralizing effects which the ad- 
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ber, in a given space of time.. And, what.1s°of 
greater importance, they have increased with- 
out feuds and violence dessieoeaeal to the pub- 
lic peace, and injurious to the cause of liberty. 
As for those. verbal controversies between dif- 
fering’sécts, which some effect'so much to dis- 
like,and condemn, they afford the most. harm- 
léss and usefulexercise forthe human mind,— ” 
They often elicit truth; they illustrate the 
strength and the weakness of the human. un- 
derstanding ;,they disperse the phantoms which 
superstition engendered, in the quietness of re- 
ligious usurpation : like the kindly gales of the 
rising and falling ‘year,. they dispel the derk 
utwholesome Vapours which hover over. the en- 
chanted religiong-of ignorance and credulity, 

Besides, if there be any venom in religious 
controversy, it is neutralized by perfect religious 
liberty. itever may be the confidence of 
any party’, in the truth of its opinions, and the 
exclusive wisdom of its institutions; it has no 
power to obtrudé or impose them upon others, 
beyond the influence which, rational argument 
will lend to their cau8e, Even. those who de- 
nounce the use of reasor: as impious, when pre- 
suming to jidge of the doctrines of revealed 
religion, are obliged themselves to reason, if 
they desire to defend or extend their, Opinions. 
Every one is reluctant to take any thing upon 
trust,.especially in an affair of the immense im- 
portance of that’ which relates to acceptance 
with God, andthe’ happiness of a future state 
Of being. , ’ 

But even ifwe should be obliged to admit 
that the perfect religious freedom of this coun- 
try were accompanied with a blameable spirit 
of indifference to the subject altogether, and 
perhaps this may be true of many individuals ; 
‘still we believe it to be more favorable to the 
ultimate triumphs of truth than a contrary state 
of things. For he who is indifferent may. be 
more readily swayed by a candid and _persua- 
sive representation of the truth, then he who 
by previous erroneous impressions is strongly 
prejudiced against it, In fact we only. ask for 
that indifferency of mind that may insure an 
impartial judgment, to render the progress of 
our sentiments secure. What has produced 
the indifferencescomplained of? Shall.we at- 
tribute it to li 3 or rather to the repulsive 
forms in which religion has been ordinarily pre- 
sented to view? If, as we have recently beeu 
told, the fundiliental dogma of the christian 
religion ts i aa sin, I am not surprised at 
the utter indifference of considerate men about 
the whole, matter, .. The doctrinwof original 
sin is, that all mankind fel] by Adam’s' first. 
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The national and individual faith of that peos 
ple bas ever tenaciously maintained the simple 
uncompounded and indivisible Unity of the 
Divine Being. Surely if it had been the in- 
- tention af Moses to teach any otherwise, we 
should have heard at least of Spe sect who had 
hit upon his true meaning, and contended for 
something different from the national Unitari- 
anism. - But no such instance occurs in their 
history. The only advocates for a plurality of 
ubjects of religious worship among them, ‘were 
those idolatrous traitors to Israel’s God, whom 
the law of Moses condemned todeath.” 

If we proceed to the prophietiéal writings, 
we shall find the unity of God a constanttheéme: 
the highest beauties of poetry; the most per- 
auasive strains of eloquence, are poured out 
profusely on this topic. The confident lan- 
guage of prediction anticipates the period, 
when not only one Supreme ruler should be 
acknowledged in all the earth, but moreover 
that his name would beone, In what passage 
will a Trinitarian discover that the name of the 
Christian’s God should be Three-fold ?— Zach. 
xiv. 9. 

Is there any thing equivocal in the lofty and 
sublime language of Isaiah? Thus saith the 
Lord of Hosts, the King of Israel, I am the 
first and the lest; and ides me there is no 
God. Is there a God beside me ? yea there is 
no God, I knew not any.”—ZJea. xliv. 6. 8. 

“To whom then,will ye liken me, or shall I 
be equal? saith the Holy One.”—xl. 25. 

But may not the New Testament have so 
explained. and modified the Unitarianism of 
_.Moses and the Prophets as to render it con- 
sistent with the plurality contended for by 
Trinitarians ? Attend to the following facts :— 
Jesus uniformly spake of himself yas the Ser- 
vant, Son, and -Worshipper .of the ® Father, 
whom he calls the God of the #tws, and the 
only true God: by him he was taught what 
he should say, and what he should speak—of 
himself he could do nothing : and when arisen 
from the dead, “I ascend,” said he “to my 
ey and your Father, to my God and your 

Neither of the Evangelists, in recording his 
history, has said any thing implying a dignity 
greater than that of being the commissioned 
qnessenger of the Most High, to instruct and 
gaye mankind. Even after his ascension, Pe- 
ter, in claiming from the Jews the honor due to 
bis exalted master, describes him as a man 
approved (or attested) of God by miracles and 
wonders, and signs, which God did by him.” 

‘The great apostle of the Gentiles, who cer- 
pole not mislead ad as to the ob- 

ect of wo » Says, “ to us, (christians) there 
is but — God. even the Father.” Whatever 
may be pretended, it is certain t no teacher 
of the modern trinitarian system would express 
bimself on these subjécts in the unguarded 
manner of the sacred writers. 

Some few térxts 

Texts of doubiful 


inst us. 
1 anthor- 





ts are alleged 
meaning, or do 


ity. Are these todetermine us in opposition 
to the plain, unforced and current.testimony of 
the holy books ? That were to reverse the im- 

rtant rule, of interpreting things dark and 
Fiffcult in consistency with those which are 
clear and_ obvious. 

Besides, critical examination and learned 
researches are continually clearing away these 
difficulties, and brightening up the evidence of 
the reasonableness and consistency of the gen- 
uine scripture. Every satisfactory investiga. 
tion of the most ancient manuscripts has hith- 
erto resulted ini diminishing the props of the 
abbr theology, and adding strength to U- 
nitarian Christianity. 

But the manifest «tility of our labors in 
this cause, insures its success. If the stheme 
we Were a mere uninfluential theory, 
however erroneous, it were of less consequence 
to controvert it. It really has many mischiey- 
ous tendencies and effects ; it gives a false and 
discouraging view of the character of God; 
it fills the mind with confusion, and distracts the 
most serious worshipper in his approaches to 
the'throne of grace ; it spreads a gloomy aus- 
terity over the whole system of personal and 
social piety ; with which it is generally con- 
nected ; and whether pecdibarily or not, it has 
infact been usually associated with intolerance, 
malignity, and persecution, as its whole histo- 

, from the council of Nice to the presentiday, 

onstrates. We wish to see it supplanted 
by a system which is agreeable to the primitive 
instructions of Jesus aud his apostles,- which 
violates no correct principles of reasoning or 
morality, and which being compatible with 
man’s preseut condition, is capable of render 
ing the duties of religion delightful in their 
performance, and salutary in their influence on 
the temper and conduct of its votaries. Men 
will not always, they will not long, remain in- 
sensible of the advantages of truth and rea- 
son, over implicit faith and wild fanaticism. 

e have thus shown that unitarian views of 
Christianity are rational, scriptural, and use- 
ful : the conclusion is inevitable; that they are 
of God, and cannot be overthrown. To use 
the language of a very eloquent, advocate for 
our opiniops—“ The sole object of our efforts 
is to remove the prejudices which obstruct in- 
qu , and obtain full and candid examination. 

t the evidence of Unitarianism be properly 
discussed, and its friends have no apprehension 
as to the result. “We have mighty advocates, 
whose voice is resistless, The mind of man 
pleads for us ! leit to itself, it rises indignant 
at creeds which fetter the understanding and 
narrow the heart. The word of God pleads 
for us! it bears our sentiments on every page, 
and rarely can it be perverted or tortured into 
the semblance of Trinitarianism. The heav- 
ens and the earth plead for us ! wherever they 
indicate design, it is benevolent design ; 
never has any one deduced from their appeat- 
ances a plurality of creators. The revelation 
of God, the reasog of man, the constitution of 
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‘hiberty wherewith Géd in his mercy 
them free.” 

Oue of the greatest blessings secured by its 
excellent constitution, is contained in the arti- 
cle which says “ Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of religion, or pro- 
hibiting the free exersise thereof” If our an- 
cestors in Europe had adopted such a funda- 
mental law ten centuries ag, millions of lives, 
sacrificed to the blind demon Bigotry, -would 
have been saved, and incalculable human’ suf- 
ferings prevented. 

* Secondly, Let us glance at the security we 
fee] that our opponents cannot overthrow. 
cause in which we, are embarked. 

We regret that any should be so mistaken 
as towish it overthrown, for it is identical 
witb the cause of libarty and’truth, We'only 

ad for the natural unalienable right ofevery 
uman being to judge for himself, in a concern 
of infinite importance to himself.’ Free and 
impartial investigation is surely the most likely 
way to arrive at satisfaction and certainty, in 
matters confessedly difficult. And why should 
freemen who have renounced the slavish polit- 
ical doctrines by which nations have been held 
in a state of childhood and bondage, -for suc¢ 
ceeding generations,scontent themselves, with 
following in religious opinions, the weakiand 
inconclusive reasoning of a credulous su- 
perstitious age, whose mystical speculations 
have defurmed and obscured the fair features of 
christianity? Let but the understandings “of 
men be fairly and rationally appealed to,’and 
our system canot be overthrown, for nothing can 
be more reasonable than the leading, fundamen- 
tal truth we contend for, God is one—One per- 
son or being. ‘Trinitarians sometimes attempt 
to qualify their inexplicable notion ofa three- 
fold distinction in the Deity, Which all their 
creeds define to consist of three persons, by 
objecting to the use of the word person, or at 
least to its use in the accustomed sense. “Yet 
the word is of their own selection, and whatev- 
er difficulty they find in maintaining its.¢6rrect- 
ness, they will not or cannot substituse any 
other which will express their meaning, For 
ourselves we have no objection, nor hesitation, 
in respect to the word person as applied to the 
Supreme First Cause: For if person mean an 
individual, distinct, intelligent agent, sach we 
believe God to be. Every argument that’ 
pe his existence proves his.personality.— 

ut then we know but of one suchperson. In 
this case the word being is synonigjous with 
the word person. Aad no one will doubt that 
by the phrase the Di Being, we moan God. 
But if there be three’ ns, each of whom is 
a Divine Being, thea there are three Gods; and 
thus we are landed in Polytheism in, by 
that very system which ssed to deliver the 
world from “ Gods many and Lords many.” 

What can overthrow that which recommends 
itself to the understanding apd plain good sense 
of mankind ip general, as rational and true? 
This is not the age in which seraphi¢ doctors, | 
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and sublime theologians, with pondefous folios, 
can awe the inquisitive mind into submission to 


their incomprehensible reasonings and snfalli- 
ble decisions. Mere words will Save but little 
weight with the public opinion : it is not their 
length or o that will turn the scale; the - 
evidence of their truth alone will enable them 
to pass current long. He who will attempt to 
ere that there are more Gods than 6ne, must 

persuade men to renounce the evidence 
that the whole creation gives, of the unity and’ 
supremacy of the great first cause, to lay prow. 
trate that reason which God gave him for the 


the | regalation of his thoughts, at the footstool of 


arbitrary authority and implicit faith, The 
progress of knowledge, the extension of educa- 
tion, insure the success of our cause. Those 


|| who predict its overthrow as if it were analo- 


gous to those fanatical opinions, which have 
had an ephemeral‘existence in various places 
andages, and have-expired with their first pro- 
moters, are not aware that the light which exe 
tinguished them, gives strength and solidity to’ 
our system: it is in alliance with kno ; 
it would require the return of the dark “and 
barbarous ages of the world, to make men for- 
get or repounce it. en 
It cannot be-overthrown, for it is seriptural. 
Since the days of Chillingworth, his celebrated 
saying has acquired the reputation of an axiom 
in theology. : “ The bibleythe bibje, is the reli- 
gion of protestants.” If modern, ‘protestants 
will be consistent they:cannot refuse thif a 
peal: Will they pretend that Moses tat 
otherwise than the simple tnity of the o> 
nature ? “ Here, O Israel, the Lord our God 


is one Lord.” “Thou ‘shalt have no other 


God. before me.” ‘Efforts indeed have been” 
made by a grammatical quibble to support the * 
trinitarian hypothesis from bis writings. * But 
the scheme, though once ingenjously argued 
by the ee school, is utterly destitute 
of probability, depénds on a a 
of Phe structure and idiom of the He 

tongue. ‘The word which our trahslatorsus- 
ually rendered God, has a plural termination, 


They derived it from a rogt which =. 
curse or oath, and contended that it 
ed, the Gods, or persons confederated by oath 
for thé creation and redemptian of the world. 
This refined polytheis very readily accommo- 
dated itself to the prevailing notion of a cove» 
nant of grape between the persons of the trini- 
ty before. the world | .. But the truth is 
t thé plural ination of a noun in He- 
brew is not sufficient proof of its plural signifi- 
cation, It igone tmidéde of expressing in that 
language eminence%or dignity. Accordingly 
we find words inthe Hebrew scriptutes cor- 
responding with ors, husbands, wisdoms, 


&c. ; whilst it is obvious that only the singular 


number can be intended. F 

One incontrovertible fact is a sufficient refu- 
tation of such vain reasoning. No Jew, while 
he continued such, has ever admitted this in- 
terpretation of his great Lawgiver's language, 
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transgression into a state of sin and misery, so 
that their Whole naure is corrupt, nor can they 
do any. thing that is notsinful : in consequence 
ofthis. totally corrupt and depraved state, they 
are Onder condemnation from God, and fiable 
to the. pains of hell for ever. 

It this doetrine be true, tlie less any man 
thinks about it the better. For as he can de 
dothing to please God, nor to escape damn 
tion, the natural course for him isto enioo 
what little he can of this present life, and re- 
sign himself to his inevitable fate. But the 
truth is, no wise man believes any thing of the 
kind ; and multitudes hearing such notions, de- 
livered with the solemn gravity of ‘assumed 
infallibility, from the pulpit, as the oracles of 
God, turn away with contempt and think on 
the subject no longer. 

Happily in this country, go man to qualify 
himself for offices of trust and profit, or to ob- 
tain respect in thé higher ranks of society,. is 
obliged to profess at leas& to believe that hé’is 
naturally and radically corrupt, destitute of 
virtuous principle and an heir of damnation— 
If any choose to think thus of themselves, we 
may admire their huniility, pity their mistake, 
but rejoice that in most instances their practi- 
calconduct is a refutation of their creed, 

Under these circumstances, Unitarianism has 
made its public..appearances in this’ land with 
singular advantages. .1t announces. no myste- 
ries, it promulgates no paradoxes, it requires 
no -prostration of the. understanding at the 
shrine.of implicit faith. It invites examination, 
it appeals t6 reason, to nature, and to scripture, 
for its truth, It has en advocate in the breast 

_ of every man who is a€éustomed to listen with 
respect to these authorities, Whatever may 
thave been the obliquities of his early education, 
his heart assures him that there is a God of in- 
finite and undivided perfections, an@that there 
can only be ope such, Even the pious and 
sensible Trinitarian is perplexed and embar- 
tassed, when in obedience: to a créed that he 
dare not reject, he attempts understandingly to 
worship athree Deity. Much.as he eonscien- 

* tiously dreads the idea of degrading his Saviour, 
be, often feels the impossibility ofkeeping up in 
his mind the persuasion, that a person who was 
born, grew, was subject to infirmity, and died, 
could be really and essentially the same as the 
Eternal and L:ver-living Father.: Our-system 
relieves his distress ; not by. mere réasoning, 
nor by impressive appeals.to the light of nature 
only: we take the scriptures, that he reveres, 
the bible that he has beemjatenstemed to ven- 
erate-as the word of God ‘and we show him 
that this book, perverted, mangled and misin- 
terpreted as it has heen, does fit teach the doc- 

’ trines fiom which his reason révolts,, Our be- 

lief in all its points, ean be expressed in every 
word of the sacred writers, without torture, am- 
biruity, or paraphrase. We want. no other 
creed of confession of faith. than what we find 
in the New: ‘Festament.. No Trimitarian can 


ra 


vorite phrases. . ‘God the Son,” and “God 
the Holy Ghost,” “three persons and one 
God?” These are not to be found in the bi- 
ble, nor the ideas conveyed by them. We are 
satisfied with the doctrine of Padl, “ Tliere’is 
one God, and one Mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus.” 


Besides, the character of that one, undivid- 
ed being, whom we worship, is calculated to 
excite the syenefation and love of every truly 
scrious and intelligent mind. He is essential- 
ly good and benevolent, desiring and seeking 
ed happiness of his creatures, imposing no 
harsh, unnécessary restraints upon them, nor 
condemning them for faults committed by an- 
other, and before they were born ; he punishes, 
but it is for their own sins, and in order tocor- 
rect them, that they may eventually be saved, 
He knows their frailty, pities their weakness, 
and is willing to receive and pardon every re- 
penting and returning sinner, He has gracious- 
ly provided means for their renovation, and 
promises to them eternal life beyond the grave, 
of his own free and unbought mercy. But ‘the 
keys of his heavenly kingdom he has not com 
initted. to any church or priest ; no rites, cere- 
monies, or extertial services can iMsufe «5 ue 
suddemchange or absolution conduct to it— 
True*repentance and amendment of life, are 
the indispensible conditions ‘of admittance 
there. here theré is no established ereed 
and profession, such doctrines will commend 
themselves to men’s consciencesand gain ground. 
Prejudice will struggle awhile against unwel- 
come truths, but the weight of evidence that 
attends them will in time. procure them general 
acceptance and success, 


Whosoever would rightly estimate the ten- 
dencies and effeets of natiowal religions upon 
the progress of truth, should never forget the 
Holy Offices (Inquisition) in Spain and Portu- 
gal, where impaled and burning victims of su- 
perstition but served to amuse the wretched ig- 
norance”"and fatuity of bigotted royalty: let 
him remember the crucl and cowardly massa- 
cre of thé Protestants of France under Cliarles 
the Ninth : the English act of uniformity which 
consigned 2000 of the best of men to degrade- 
tion and poverty, and some of ‘hem to imprison- 
ment and death: the revocation of the Ediet of 
Nantes by the faithless Louis, which dispersed as 
vagrants the most virtuous and most industrious 
of his ‘subjects, to wander as exiles in foreign 
lands : in fine, let him keep in mind the numer- 
ous oppressions and daring impiety of a pam- 
pered tlergy in every partiof Europe, who have 
prostituted the most sacred names and solema 
rites, to please some princely debauchee, and 
to rivet more strongly the chains of a deluded 
superstitious and enslaved people. These are 
the trophies of established religions, these the 
memorials by which their history shall be em- 
blazoned through all succeeding generations.— 
From. such fecoledia may the people of 
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nal truths: Tueré 1s ons Gop! and Gopap 
Love ? Pk or 

_ general reference to the, topi s 
address, it is presumed that my hearers 
justly be divided int® two classes® eu 
disapprove and condemn the prin I have 
prs advance, and those who adopt. and 
profess them. To eachof these I would ad- 
dress a few words of serious exortation, 

1. Do .you dislike our, opinions, and “hold 
them to be false.and dangerous ? Is this the 
result of your own patient.and careful exami- 
nation of them ?..ordid others, tell you this 2 
And had those who thus taught yow, no 
personal interest at stake, that might bias their 
judgment or mislead them ia this respect? Be 
this as it may ; are you, wise to. suffer. others 
to judge for you ina concern of this nagpre ? 
“ Be not children, &c,”. Read the, scriptures 
for yourselyes. and compare and jiidge, Say 
not. we are incapable of judging in this matter, 
we have: not sufficient leisure, or sufficient 
learning. . Yet you esteem the Bible a revela- 
tioa from heaven. ;, but, according: to this, it is 


a revelation only to clergymen. and eee 
othe 


Sach was not the gospel of . Christ. 


poor, that gospel wasifirst preached ; 
them, it was. comprehended, believed,, o- 
beyed, . They: received it, he, says, “un an 
honest and good heart,” understanding. it. 
[comp. Lake, 8, and. Mat, 18.] 

If doctrines are taught, as,essential to salva- 
tion; whieh the simple cannot understafid and | 
the honest believe ; ‘such, I repeat, ave, not, 
the doctrines of Christ. You believe, inethe’ 


om of prayer, and ropeoag us. for . our | 


supposed winapi! humility and sense of de-+ 
péndence tpon God. 


We therefore, exhort, you t® pray to the} 
pure fountain of light, in whom is‘no drakness | 
at all, that he would deliver your minds from 
prejudice and passion, when you atte to 
examine the s¢ripture testimony on tho. sub- 
jects about which we differ. Do not Wwishvany 

to 





thing to be true, which cannot prove itself. 
be s6, by its own proper evidence, Your an- 
athematizing us, and being angry, proves, nd 







cannot, consistently, with intellectial freedom, 
ry * - ‘ tins a . 
2. There, are those who approve our efforts 
and rank themselves with.our friends, We 
earnestly beseech you to do henor to. your pro- 
fession, strengthen our ya wise 
and virtuous cbaversation, With a good, 
unblemished life. Think not ghauthe eorrect- 
ness ofyyour judgment can absolve you. from 
the obligations of practical morality, . Farbe 
it from me to presume to decide; how much 
imperfection in practice may be compatible 
with sincerity in a religious profession ; but it 
is peculiarly important that our behaviour 
should not require any apology or excuse. be- 
fore others. The very best of us will have 
sufficient reason to pray, “God be merciful, 
&c.” But lét ug not aggravate our common in-- 
firmities by a careless and wilful profanity, or 
pp indulgence of wild passions, which reason 
idemns and from which piety revolts with 
disgust, If-your understandings are more en- 
lightenedghan others, your conduct should be 
more correct. » Let wisdom, integrity, and_pu- 
rity, characterise your ord@Mary course of, be 






We attach no importance to a 
prayers, or perpetual sermon-hearing, W: 
had rather you were renowned, cae onesty, 
sobriety, chatity, discretion, speaking in. 
truth always, and doi aad une all ; afiat the 
xample.of our Heavenly “Fathes, and “of our 
cious, Master, who set‘us an example, that, 
ue . = uy 2 Ry 
Thus shall we prove that our causeGs” i 
tical with that which avowed its design to ~ 
to.teach all men to live soberly, righteously, 
and godly, in this: present ‘world; and was 
therefore worthy of the lation -of “the 
glorious “Gospel of the Blessed God !”” 


haviour... We ask yoM@mot to’be ascetics, for 

by #getting the duties of this world, a3 ly 
devotions, and aspirations after @ ects. 
ions, and asp > oa 43 

We 
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thing except the weakness of your cause, or 
your incompetency to. defend it. “Let your 
researches after truth Be siticere, humble, pa- 
tient, and impartial ; without arrogant ceusures 
and rash judgment;. and although,they should 
toconviction different from ours, we, shall res- 
pect the manly freedom of your enquiries, and 
revere thepiety. that governs your faith, ,If it 
be otherwise with you, your heat cannot make 
truth falsehood, nor your obstinacy “convert er- 
ror into truth. © At all. events, remember,’ in 
the language"@f the pious Watts, that 
‘¢Consciences and souls: were made 
To be the Lord’s alone.” 
Do not bind heavy burthens and lay them ypon 
other men’s shoulders. Neither attempt, by 
unwarranted impositions, to puta yoke upon 


es Roman rea believes, with St. 
Paul, that without faith it is impossible to oO 
| God, and that: thére is one Lond, “one Pain, 
, and one Baptism, he holds three creeds, viz. 
the Apostles Creed, the Nicene Creed, and 
. the Creed-of St. Athanasius: with. the’ first 
| creed, he holds the Holy Catholie-Chureh, the 
communion: of saints, as the Nicene Creed, 
_ he believes in one Holy Catholic and Apostolic 
+ Church: withthe Creed of $1. Athanasius, he 
| believes that whosoever will be Saved, befere 
all things it is necessary that he hold.the cath 
olic faith,which. faith, except.every one do 
keep whole and undefiled, without doubt he. 
shall perish, everlastingly, and which creed: 
|conelude: this, .“this, is the .catholic. faith, 
| whieh, ae & a man believe faithfully, he casie. 
not be saved.” ih 
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One of the reasons ere given for holding 
the three Creeds of faiths, that is, because 
there is but one faith, is somewhat mystical, 
but perhaps the mystery may ‘be accounted for 
upon the same principles, as that of their ‘hol- 

. ding toone Lord-with three pe , as these 
three creedgj in fact, literally ore and the 
same thing, may properly be denominated 
the Zriune Creed, 

_ 2, “A Roman Catholit believes that’ there- 
is one mediator between God and man, thé 
man Jesus Christ. He holds that though Je- 
sus Christ is the only mediator and satisfaction 
yet that it is no lessening to Lis mediation to 
admit of mediators and advocates of interces- 
sion: such David mentions to Moses to have 
been, when ‘he tells us that God - said, “he 
would destroy the childred of Israel for their 
sins, if Moses the chosen one had not stood in 
the breach before him.” ‘Atid Such Jeremy 





prophet says himself to have beén ; “ Remoim 
ber Lord that I stood beforethee to spea 
good for them, and turn away thy wrath from 
them.” ‘And Almighty God direct Abimi- 
lech to get Abraham to pray for him, and.that 
he should live ; and cgmmands Job's three 

iends with whom God eas displeased, to,ap- 
ply t0 Jobtouintercede for them thus: go to 
my se (Jb, and my servant Job shallpray 
for you; for him will T accept, Jeast I deal 
with you after your folly.” 

In some countries the most successful. mode 
of obtaining favors from the Monarch, is to 
make application through his sycophants and 
mistresses. But we very much Joubt whethe: 
this'mode be as efficacious in the present case, 
48 We\cannot suppose the Supreme Being to be 
actuate ’ the same passions as earthly mon- 


, “% 

&. “ A Roman Catholic holds that the high- 
est honor and worship is due to Almighty God 
alone, but that an inferior r t may lawful- 
ly be given to the saints and friends of God, as 
he sees anexaimple given him by the 1 
Gabriel whem$ent by God to the. blessed Vir- 
gin Mary, which, he is sure he can safely” fol- 
low and say, as the angel did, “ Hail (Mary) 
full of grace, the Lord is with thee, blessed art 
thou among women ;” which is also imitated 
by St. Elisabeth, who, whenshe was saluted 
by the:blessed Virgin, was filled with the Ho- 
ly Ghost,{so fhe not be mistaken) and'spoke 
out witha loud voice and said, “b art 
thou among women,” dc. All which are hon- 
ors and respects ofhigh nature; and yet the 

reat favor which Roman Catholics beg of 
is to pray for us sinners.” 

The facts alluded to, if true, bear no resem- 
blance to the case; the compliments said to 
have been paid by Gabriel apd Elizabeth to 
Mary, are very different from praying her to 
— the Almighty in his ote’ 2 of dis- 

utive jdstice, e phrase, with the 
Holy st, we consider unintelligible, as it 
cap never be ascertained whether a person be 





ame he 


of. la 


pre 
mjtude than that which accrues from the en- 


couragement thus.given, for the commission of 
crime under the vain belief of obtaining pardon 
through the intercession of a frail, vicious, mor- 
tal.. 


death, and a sin not unto death,” 


tea et 
niinus of plus electrified with this spirit. 
“@ “A Roman Catholic knows cea bles- 
sed Saviour 


says, “ Verily, verily, I say unto 
ever you shall ask thesfather in my 
give it you.” Hence-the Cathn 
is all his pray@rs, and concludes 
h the Lord Jesus Christ, by whose 


yb. 


merits*he hopes io be heard and granted ; and 
all prayers he makes to the saints, nay to the 
mother of God, whom he knows to be only 
God’s creatures, he hope to be granted in the 
name, and through the merits of Jesus Christ 


oufLord ” 


If the Catholics have faith in the text quo- 


ted, how happens it that so many of them are 
without the necessaries of life? Why do they 
not ask for, and obtain them ? 


5. “A Roman Catholic knows, that 


our blessed Saviour i to his appostles, and 
through themto their , 

soever sins ye remit, they are remitted to 
them, and whosoever sins ye shall retain they 
are retained.” “And he is certain that the 


awful successors, “what- 


iests cannot know what or whose sins are to 
forgiven, or what sins are to be retained, un- 


less they be duly, clearly and prrticularly de- 
clared and manifested to them by the person's 
‘owWn'confession. Henge*he judges confession 
to be neeessary, that the sinners may benefit 
by and partake of this great power given to the 
Church 


The hard earnings filched from the mouth 
by thissdmpious assumption of the 
of Deity is an evil of far less mag- 


6. “A Roman Catholic knows, that Christ 


promised to build his church upon, a rock, and 
that,the gates of Hell should not prevail against 
it: Amd, “ ifhe does not hear the  chuch, let 
him.be.to thee aga heathen and a publican,” 
atid assures that, whasoever St. Peter should 
bind on earth should be bound in Heaven, and 
whatsoever he should loose on earth should be 
lodsed in Heaven. 
said to be the rock on which he will build his 
church, to whom he says “ I have 
thee, Peter, that thy faith fail not; and when 
thou art cogverted confirm thy brethren.” 


St, Peter is by Christ 
paryed for 


Then it. seems that Christ determined to 


build his church upon Peter before he was con- 
— ; — was under the necessity of pray- 
ing for him, least his faith)should fail. 
whom did ia S 
to the catholic faith higher than Christ, who is 
called God; And it is the height of absurdity 
for any being to pray to if 

cannot consider this any thing more than @ 
quibble upon the name, Peter, which in Latin 
signifies a rock. 


0 
he pray ? There was none according 


himself, Snshort, we 


7. “A Catholic holds that there is “asin to 
And if any 









> 
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cae die Guilty Of Un 0 deuth bain dented; 
sin -or who 


and that all who die free from all 


have fully and entirely atoned for all and 

the punishment thereof, being entin 

.and «unspotted, go instantly to heaven; but 
not to 


such as die guilty of small sins or 

deathyor who have not sufficiently done penance 
and fully atoned for their sins on cannot 
go to heaven until they undergo a temporary pu- 
nishment, but must be in confinement until they 

y the last farthing.” 

We think the reformist have done wrong in 
rejecting this sentiment, as no reasonable ob- 
_- in our a can be brought agaigsst it. 
‘But if the con 
fnement until they pay the last farthing, we 
cannot see the use of paying money to the 
Priest to procure their liberation; except in- 
deed the church keep an account current @with 
Heeven, and can thereby lawfully@raw on its 
bounty at pleasure. ~ 

8. “A Roman Catholic. believes that the 
eucharist or sacrament of the Lord’s supper, 


isverily, and indeed the body and. blood of 


Christ; he knows that our blessed Sayiour at 
his last supper, giving his body and blood to 
bis apostles, ordered, ‘Do this in commemo- 
ration of me ;’ he believes that the Church does 
this in the Holy Mass, where Christ is offered 
asa thanksgiving and propitiatery sacrifice 
for he living and dead, such dead as die in the 
Lord, but have fully atoned for their sips.” 

The Latin expression made use of by the 
priest upon this occasion is Hoe est corpus me- 
am, this is my body ; from’ which comes” the 
phrase, Hocus pocus, used by jugglers intranss 
forming marble balls into chikeng, &c. The 
srigin ofvtcem sMelter skelter, is no less sin- 
gular; it arose from an expression sometimes 
made use of by the priests in dismissing ‘the 
congregation, viz. exehillariter et celeriter, 
that is, depart joyfully and ea 

9. “ A Catholic believes that Snes God 
is alone essentially holy, yet holds that. men 


and things which have a relation to God are 


in their kind holy ; thus Zacharius calls the 
prophets holy saying, “ As he spake by the 
mouths ofhis holy prophets; nay, God shows 
regard to the relics bones of for as 
they were burying a man, they cast the man in- 
to the Sepulcher of Elisha, and when the man 
touched the bones of Elisha he came to life,and 
stood upon his feet,” 2 Kings c, 13. v. 21, 

This story is dropped rather abruptly, as 
we are not told whether the man that they 
were burying, aftershe stood upon his feet, 
walked off with his ffiends, or contented lay 
down in the Sepulcher. 

Similar to this fact are those stories which 
we are told of by old women, that fresh drops 
of blood have been frequently known to issue 
from the dry bones of persons murdered, when 
touched by the murderer.. The intention of 
this article is to make simple people believe 
‘that the priests are holy. 

10. “A Catholic knows that the scriptures 





emned are te remain in con- 


| directs, ‘if any be sick among you, let-him 
| bri or call for ofthe church, and 
lat sheotliieay over him, pomating ties with oil, — 
in the name of the Lord, and the prayer of 
faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall 
raise him up, and if he be in sins, they shall be 
lorgive, Which is sufficient ity for the 
use and benefit of the Sacrament. of extreme 
unction,” ‘ 

Accofdingyto this it would be good policy 
fot a man im sin to fein sickness, and by this 
expedient procure their forgivertess. 

11. A Catholic holds and firmly believes 
that it is impious and most sinful to tell a lie, 
much more so to call the God of truth to testi» 

to alie which is the work» of the devil, and 

m which sin cagnot be separated, and that 
no temporal'profit or advantage can‘make a lie 
or perjury lawful, though it were to save thou . 
sands from eterna nation ; and that v-ho- 

er dies with a lie in his mouth, need © not 
expect salvation from the God of truth; he 
knows that.he is commanded and bound to 
honor an y the king, and all that are in 
authority under him, ‘ Submit to every “" 
ance of man, for the Lord sake, fear d, 
honogthe King.” 

This doctrine of passive obcdience, and non- 
resistence to support every species of des- 
potism, and is therefore inadmissible, at leas) 
in arepublic, Neither Catholics nor Protes- 
taht ought to submit -to oppression. . Kings- 
craft and priest-craft have combined*in the 
promulgation of this sentiment, to,impose their 
aPbitrary and wicked passions u mankind 
as the will of God, As to vies 





Catho- 
lics know, that by paying a few shillidgs 1 
their priestjithey can obtain Tie for ie 
ling a lie, in charity to themwe miust_ believe 
that there are féw of them who would not do 
so to save even one human being from ‘eternal - 
damnation and therefore, that theabove dec- 
WTheoph itself, does not accord with trath.— 


r, ADVOCATE. 


BUFFALO, FRIDAY, SEPT. 29, 1826. 








PROVE ALL THINGS, BOLD FAST THAT WHICH Is GOOD 
aA 


TO THE PUBLIC. 

The subscriber, being desirous to render his ser- 
vices more extensively usefulto his brethren, pro- 
poses visiting those places where this paper is, or 
ymay be patronized, as soon, and as often, during one 
year, as may be convenient ; for the following pur- 
poses :—First ; with a View to extend the circulation 
of the work. Secondly; to render it more exten- 
sively useful, by, becoming acquainted with the views, 
and wants of its patrons, and by rendering the Av- 
VOCATE an impartial medium of information on rex 
ligious subjects. Thirdly ; to find out the means, 
ee error may be more effectually 
exposed refuted. Fourthly; to make colleo- 








tions, as an agent for the publisher, of the movies 


- 
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due for the work. Fifthly ; to assist in forming so- 
cieties in the various places where the number of be- 


lievers is sufficient to warrant it, and thereby open- | 


ing a door for fui ther improvements. 
8. L. EVERETT. 


REMARKS. 
Lhaye, fur seme years past, been constantly en- 
gaged in endeavoring to promote the cause of divine 
* truth. On entering the work ofthe ministry, I ‘'con- 
ferred not with flesh and blood,” but formed’ « fixed 
purpose of Heart,” todo all that my feeble:powers 
could perform, in disseminating the salvation of our 
God.- Various embarrassments have been thrown in 
my way, and numerous. obstacles have heretofore 
revented the accomplishment of my desires. It 
fis long been an object with me, to do more than 
can bé done by one persdn while located ina partic- 
ular place, and hence has originated this proposal. 
After the expiration of my present engagement with 
the society in this place, Ishall only preach occa- 
‘sionally with them, and divi y time among the 
brethren throughout this region. This plan, I trusi, 
will generally meet their approdation, inasmuch as 
they ought not, if my. labors are acceptable, to de- 
prire others of the satisfaction of hearing my defence, 
and if otherwise, they surely will not desire my stat- 
ed labors among them. Ithas been my determina- 
tion, for more than a year, to adopt the plan now 


nosed, but circumstances beyond my control: 
have hitherto prevented. The prospect of realizing. 


my hopes, therefore, 1s bailed with emoiions of grati- 
tude ; and if God permit, by granting health and 
strength, equal to ¢he-arduous undertaking, I hope 
to “ do good unto all men especially unto the house- 
hold of faith,” by preaching peace, both to thoze who 
are néan, and to those who are afar off. 

Relative tothe different objects in view ; I beg 
leave to add a few words, by way. of explanation. 
It is an undeniable fact, that periodical papers are 
Mighly beneficial and serviceable to the cause of reli- 

ious liberly” truth. The Gosprt. ApyocaTE 
vas already — much towards demolishing the 
strong holds of error : Its circulation is already con- 
siderable, but not sufficiently extensive ; nor wilt it 
he, su long.as Ope poor solitary soul remains in the 
dungeon of frowning orthodoxy ! We desire not to 
faterfere “with any other publications of a, similar 


kind, but shall use every endeavour to sendthe Gos- | 
pel Advocate abroad into allthe earth, as @ witness 


unto all people, that the day of redemption is at hand! 
If perseverance can do any thing, we intend that 
proud priests shall be constrained to throw down 
their symbols of idleness and extravagancé and be 
on the alert. 

As to the second object, it is proposed to become 
personally acquainted with our brethren and their 
spiritual wants, so that the thoughts and interests of 
their hearts may be commupicated to others for the 
benefit and encouragement of the whole. It will be 
considered a favor, if all wil] use.their exertions to 
elicit truth and put down error. While visiting dif- 
ferent places, the writer will contribute, from each, 
tothe editorial department of the paper, by mail; 
so that all shall feel, and be, ifterested in the work. 
Local grievances #p this way will be redressed, and 

ution annibilated in its own fortress. 

As the third object is to find out means, by the 
use of which, error my be more effectually exposed 
and refuted, I intend to visit the camp of THE ENE- 
my, and fight the good: fight of faith within his own 
quarters. Being fully persuaded that truth requires 
“nothing but investigation to ensure its success, an 
attempt will be made to constrain our opponents to 


break alance with us. If they will not, we will sur- | 


_ found them ;—if they will, we shall of course-abide 
: the event. 


It only remains to be said, that union and co-oper. 
ation. is essentially necessary tothe advancement of 
'our cause; and hence, if our brethren negiect 
to concentfate their strength, but little can‘ be 
‘done. If the brethren should think proper to form 
| themselves into societies, and send their delegates to 
the annual association, they might, at least occadion 
ally, be supphed with a preached word;.. Where 
but two or three are gathered together.in the name 
of Christ, they wil! be blessed ;_ but where they feel 
disposed not to ‘ assemble themselves together as tlie 
manner of some is,” (hey cannot reasonably expect 
the assistance, either of God or their brethren. 

Having thus laid before the public my plan, and 
the reasons for adopting it, I shall trust the event 
with God and.a generous community. I shall look 
to God for health, strength, and resolution to encoun. 
ter the task; and tothe kindness and munificence 
of the public, for the means of effecting the purpo- 
ses above stated.— Ed. 


“ The first requisite to the propheting by 
books, is notto judge of opinions by the au- 
thority of the writers. None have the right of 
dictating but God himself, and that because he 
is trothatself. “All others have a right to be fol- 
lo as far as I, i. e. as far as the evidence 
of what they say convinces; and of that my 
own understanding alone must be judge for 
me, and nothing else. If we made our own 
eyes our guides, and admitied or rejected opin- 
ions only by the evidence of reason, we should 
neither embrace or refuse any tenet, because 
we findkit publisied by another of what name 
or character soever he was.” 

Dr. Johnson. 


Law -of Henry V. against feading the 
Scriptures.—1n the reign of Henry V. against 
the .perusal .of the Scriptures it is enacted, 
“That whosoever they weré that should read 
the scriptures in the mother tongue, they should 
| forfeit land, cattle, lif, and godes from their 
heyres for ever, and so be éondemned for her- 
etykes to God, enemies to the crowne, and 
most arrant traytoures to the whole land.”— 
What a revolution in public opinion has taken 
place, | 








The tullowmg Universalist Books are for “sale by 
R. W. Haskins, at the Buffalo Book Store, viz : 
Balfour’s second Inquiry, being an examination 
into the Scripture doctrine concerning the 
Devil and Satan. &c. 
Rey. I. C. Todd’s works, 
Kneeland’s Greek Tes‘ament, 


do. Greek and English, 
do. English only, 
do. Sérmons, 

Universalist Magazine, 

Gospel Herald, 

Young on Restoration, 

Ballou’s Treatise on atonoment, 
do. Notes on the Parables, 
do. Sermons, assorted. 


Sepd. 21, 1826. 
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Offite in front of the Court House. 





